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3. An EXPLICATION of the 3.1L 
CATECHISM, by way of Queſtion and An- 
fer: Divided into Eight Sections. By the 
— Mr BAT E, Author of this little 
Treatiſe. Price * ar 1, 85. * Hundred. 


Serious Chriſtian, who ſhall conf der 
be Complexion of the Times, will be 
Wl truck with Amazement and Grief, 
— when he obſerves the prodigious De- 
fection from the Tay Jy of Chriſt, which bas 
ſpread through all Orders and Degrees of Peo- 
ple. The Plague is begun and propagated ! 
And how does the dire Contagian prevail and 
rage | Yet more; his Trouble and Horror will en- 
creaſe, when he bebolds the Languor, the Cold- 
neſs, nay the Degeneracy of thoſe, who ſtill re- 
tain the nominal Profe on f Cbriſtianity; But 
ſeem ſtrangers to its Graces and Spirit. May 
de not well ſay, Should the Great Lord of the 
Quick and Dead NOW come, would he find 
Faith upon the Earth? 
This ſorrowful Scene f affected the honeſt 
Mind of the reverend and worthy Author of ihe 
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iv To the READER. : 
following Sheets ' (who now reſts from bis La- 


of true Chriſtians, Non magna 


bours)-that he drew them up, with the View 
and Hope of <->: the dying Zeal of Chri- 
ſtians; to enforce i Neceftty of their diligent 
and conſtant Attendance upon the Qrdinances of 
Chriſtianity ;, to kindle Devotion in their Hearts, 
and excite in them à rational Affection for the 
publick Offices of the Church of England: That, 
ſo delighting in the Service and Worſhip of 
God, they may be perſuaded to recommend therr 
Profeſſion by the Holineſs and Exemplarineſs of 
their Lives, adorning the Doctrine of God 
their Saviour, and verifying that noble. Motta 
loquimur, ſed 
vivimus: That is, Chriſtian Excellence con- 
fiſts not in talking curiouſly, but in living ſub- 
r 55 | 

Tf this little Treatiſe can obtain ſuch a Re- 
eeption, as may render it fol to the prome-- 
ting ſo great and good an End, we have our 
Wiſh, and the Readers and the World the 


Benefit, 5 ; f 5 


THER 


NECESSITY 


Of frequenting the 


Publick Worſhip of G o p. 


F AM Glad, Sir, to meet 
— you in this Place, ſo 
convenient for a private 
Conference, concerning 
-- "_ your late Negle& of the 
Publick Worſhip, which has given me Uneaſi- 
neſs, of which I hope you will give me leave tao 
diſcourſe freely with you without Ceremony. 
Pariſpioner. With all my Heart, Sir, whatever 
the Subject is; provided that I have the ſame Li- 
berty to ſpeak my Mind freely, however we may 
differ in our Sentiments. 15 | 
Clerg. Tis ne Favour to grant ſo reaſonable 2 
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not one in the Pariſh, ho came more frequently 
and regularly to the Houſe of God than your 
ſelf; but for ſome time paſt, you have ſcarce e- 
ver. appear'd there. I am the more ſurpriz'd at 
this Alteration for the worſe, becauſe you have 
too good an Underſtanding to be one of thoſe 
Fools, who ſay in their Heart there is no God; 
and I have heard you ſpeak of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, as one who believ'd its I ruth and Impor- 


tance. 
Pariſh. The Proofs: of a God are ſo aver-pm - 


_ ering, that I could almoſt aſſoon bring my ſelf to 


a Disbelief of my own Being, as that of God; 


and the Chriſtian Religion has the Advantage of 


ſo many concurring Arguments, that I am ſatis- 
fied about its Truth in general, but may not think 
every thing a clear Part of that Religion, which 
you or others may call ſo. 

Clerg. But, I hope, Sir, you do think as well 


as I, that Publick Workhip is 2 r of every 


Chriſtian. 

+ Pariſh. + Formerly indeed 1 thought ſo, but I 
have not the- ſame Thoughts. now, tho I am far 
from diſcouraging others from going to Church ; 


but why may not a Man be a good Chriſtian at. 


Home? Thete I can offer up the ſame Prayers, 


vrhich are offer'd up in the Church; there I can 


read the ſame Bible, which is read in 'the Church; 
and there, without the leaſt perſonal RefleQion, I 
can peruſe as good and edifying Sermons as are 


each'd in the Church. As a Man might be a 


Diſciple of ſome eminent Philoſopher, tho? he 
never aſſembled with other Diſciples ; ſo why cane 
not I be ple © ef Chriſt, and obey his Will, 

tho 
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tho? I Jon? t aſſemble with other Diſciples i in the 
Houſe of God ? f 

Clerg. Not, if it be the Will of Chriſt chat 
his Pilcipies ſhould aſſemble together on religious 
Accounts, and worſhip God after a publick man- 
ner. 

Pariſh. But where in the Scriptures do we 
plainly find that this is the Will of Chriſt ? 
Clerg. I hope you will be convinc'd that this 
is undoubtedly his Will, when I have laid be- 
fore you out of thoſe holy Books many Particu- 
lars relating to this Subject. But before I conſi- 
der the Reveal'd Law, I think I can ſhew by the 
Law. of Reaſon, that you ſhould frequent the 
publick Worſhip, tho* the einne had been 
altogether ſilent on the Subject. 

Pariſh. Let your Reaſon, I pray, be plain 
and concluſive. 5 

Clerg. Before I mention it, give me leave to 
ask you one Queſtion. Don't you think it both 
your Duty and Intereſt to pray to God through 
Chriſt, and to read the Scriptures and other. good 
Books at home. | 

Pariſh. Yes, I think ſo, and practiſe according 
ly, and others may take the ſame Method. 

Clerg. From this, which you grant, it fol- 
lows, that ſet Times for the ſolemn Performance 
of ſuch holy Offices in publick are for the Bene- 
fit of Mankind. Now, as Men and Chriſtians, 
we are to endeavour the Happineſs temporal and 
eternal of others, and this by ſetting a good Ex- 
ample in frequenting the publick Worſhip; ſo 
that were it but merely for the ſake of our 
Neighbour, we. ought to do this, for the ſake of 
the Church and State we are to take this Courſe. 


Pariſh 
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T5. Nerceſſty of Daily Attendance 
Pariſp. Let others take the faine Courſe which 
I do at home, and ſo retain a lively Senſe of the 
Obligations they are under as Members of the 
Church and State. | 
Clerg. You know human Nature and the 
Way of Mankind ſo well, as not to queſtion that 
if it were not for the Practice of aſſembling to- 
gether on religious Accounts, Multitudes would 
fink down into deplorable Ignorance, Careleſ- 
neſs, and-Wickednefs, who hereby retain a Senſe 
of Virtue and Religion. Such is the Depravity 
of Mankind, that we cannot ſpare this excellent 
Means of Knowledge, and virtuous Practice. 
This Cuſtom is too beneficial to be parted with: 
And if you and. ſome others are all Spirit, and 
exalted already ſo near to Heaven, as to have no 
Benefit by this Method of ſerving God, yet you 
ſhould be mindful of thoſe who certainly ate in 
the Body, and want this Help, and without it 
would be groſly negligent about ſuch Duties'as 
you exerciſe your ſelf in at home; you ſhould 
pity the Bulk of Mankind, and for their ſakes at 
| leaſt ſhould go to the Houſe of God. 
 Parifþ. But you dont tell me, why Chriſtia- 
nity may not continue in a flouriſhing Condition, 
cho? its Members ſhould not aſſemble together, as 
well as this or that Sect of Philoſophers. 
Clerg. When the Scriptutes are conſider'd on 
this Subject, you your ſelf may obſerve a Dif- 
ference in feveral Inſtances, At prefent, I deſſre 
you to conſider the Compaſs and Extent of Chrif- 
tianity, which not only contains many DoQtines 
to be aſſented to, but many Rules to be praQis'd 
dy very different ſorts of People, every * 
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we bear lays us under Obligations ; then conſider 
the Temptàtions we are expos'd to from others, 
-and from our ſelves, what Danger there is, that 
we ſhould wander from theſe Rules, and ſhould 
he [| - violate ſome of theſe ſacred Obligations; conſi- 
der theſe things, and you muſt be ſenſible that 
Chriſtians ſtand in need of this Help, whatever 
114 | Philoſophers might do; and if you can name a- 
e-. ny Sect of Philoſophers in the ſame Circumſtan- 
Me ces, that Sect was not juſt to its Inſtitution, if i. it - 


ty | fighted this Help. 
Pariſh. I muſt take time to eonſi der all you 


Th ſay on this Subject, and deſign fairly and impar- 
th. l tially to turn over in my Mind this Reaſon for 
nd | publick Worſhip. So pray proceed. 

no Clerg. When you turn this over in your mind, 


ptay take alſo into yout Conſideration the Agree- 
in ment in this particular of Men widely different 
tit in their Sentiments ; for example, the Practice of 
ag Jes, of Mahometans, and particularly of the 
id Quakers, a Sect the molt likely to ſtay always at 
at home, and edify there by the Fire-fide, under the 
 F Influences of the Spirit within them, and yet that 
Ha. Sect by their practice ſhew how ſenſible they are, 
that no ſort of Religion can continue in a flou- 
riſhing State and Condition, if its Members do 
not aſſemble together on religious Accounts. 

, uy let me intreat you amidſt theſe Thoughts 
aiſe your Contemplation from Man to his 
aker. Don't his moſt glorious Attributes, a- 

maz ing Perfections, and divine Excellencies, de- 
ſerve to be practiſed after the moſt excellent, the 
moſt reverential manner? Don't the numberleſs 


Mercies of the great Soveraign of the World, 
B and 


26 The Neceſſity of Daily Attendance 
and his publick Benefits to the Sons of Men, 
challenge publick Acknowledgements, and the 
Praiſe of united Voices, and the moſt expreſſive 
Ways of ſhewing Honour ? 

Pari. I will endeavour to give theſe Conſi - 
derations their full Weight. Now I would wil- 


ligly hear what you have to offer on this Subject 


out of the holy Scriptures. 

Clerg, When to Seth the Son of Adam a Son 
nam'd Exos was born, in thoſe very early times 
the Scriptures ſay, (a) Then began men to call up- 
ox the name of the Lord. 

Pariſh. 'The bare Repetition of theſe Words 
will never convince me, who call upon the Name 
of the Lord at home, that I muſt neceſſarily do 
ſo in the Church. | 

Clerg. Before the Birth of Exos we can't que- 
ſtion, but that Men call'd upon God in à private 
manner. Who can imagine, that our firſt Parents 
never worſhip'd their Maker till their Grandſon 
was born? Nay, we are expreſly inform'd con- 
cerning their Sons Cain and Abel, that they of- 


fer'd Sacrifice, which is (6b) a devotional Rite; 


but when Men began to multiply, then religions 
Worſhip was perform'd after a more publick 
Manner than it had been, or with more folemn 
and ſtated Rites. Some conſiderable Improve- 
ment was made concerning religious Offices, 
which deferv'd to be taken Notice of. e 


Pariſh. But you muſt acknowledge, that 
theſe Words have been otherwiſe interpreted. 


(2) Gen. 4. 26. (3) Gen. 4. 3, 4. 
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 Clerg, 1 own it, but withal Men, who have 
diſagreed about the meaning of them, have a- 
reed in this, that they relate to publick Worthip. 
I have laid before you what I take to be the moſt 
plain and eaſy Senſe of them, and a fair En- 
quirer after Truth will in any Controverſy con- 
ſider what is ſo. | 
The Name. of God was thus call'd upon after 
the Flood, we have reaſon to believe, particularly 
at Berbel, which Word ſignifies God's Houſe in 
the Days of Jacob. (a) That Patriarch in his Fra- 
vels vow'd on certain Conditions, that the Stone 
which he had ſet up for a Pillar, and on the top of 
which he had pour'd Oil, ſhould be God's Houſe, 
and that of all that God ſhould give him, he 
would ſurely give the tenth unto him. (4 ) Some 
Years after, God order*'d Jacob to go to that place, 
and dwell there, and make there an Altar unto 
God that appear'd unto him, when he fled from 
the Face of Eſau his Brother; and before he did fo, 
he charg'd his Houſehold, and all that were'with 
him, to put away the ſtrange Gods that were a- 
mong them, and be clean, and change their Gar- 
ments; and, ſaid he, let us ariſe, and go ap ts 
Bethel, and I will make there an altar auto Goh, 
who anſwer'd me in the day of my diſtreſs, aud was 
with me in the way which I went. But why this 
Solemnity ? Why theſe preparatory Rites, if they 
were not all of them to worſhip God there ? 
Pariſh, If publick Worſhip be of ſuch Con- 
ſequence as you repreſent it, tis ſtrange to me, 


that there ſhould not be more recorded of it, and 


(a) Gen. 28. 18, 22. 60 Gen. 35» v 2, &c. 
| SS - after 
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after a more expreſs manner, in the Book of Geze- 
fis, which mentions what Mankind did for above 
two thouſand Years e 

Clerg. But fo briefly, that very many Tranſ- 
actions of moment muſt be omitted. From the 
Creation to the Flood was above ſixteen hundred 


| Years, yet how few things are recorded in that 


long Period of Time; whereas in our Days, 
what happens in one Reign furniſhes Materials for 
Volumes. There is no mention of the Sabbath 


Day in this Book but in Ges. 2. 2, 3. Vet 


the Words there moſt naturally imply, that from 
that Day forward it was the Will of God the 
Sabbath Day ſhould be kept holy, and by the 
way it was ſcarce in the Power of a Man, truly 
deſirous to keep it holy, to be unmindful of pub- 
T AÜÜ ß 
Let publick Worſhip may be oftner refer'd to in 
that Book than you imagine. There is fre- 
quent mention of Altars (a) and they probably 


were Places of publick Worſhip. When Abraham 


had piteh'd his Tent near Berbel, he built there 
an Altar to Jehovah, and called on the name of the 
Lord, Gen. 12. 8..—- And afterwards returning 
out of Egypt, to the place, where he had made 
that Altar, he called ox the name of the Lord, Gen. 


13. 4.— And his Son Iſaac, when he had built 


an Altar at Beerſpbeba, where he pitch'd his Tent, 
called alſo ou the name of the Lord, Gen. 26. 25: 


The Form of Speech us'd, Gen. 4. 26. and 


before taken notice of. The Grove which Abra- 


(a) Gen. 8. 20---12. 75 8.---1 3. 4, 18,---22, 9.---26, 
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bens and at Beerſheba, had he not deſign'd it 
for a Place of religious Worſhip, agreeably to 
the Practice of Mankind in different Parts of the 
World (a.) Why ſhould theſe Words be ſub- 
Join'd ? (b) Aud fle there on the name of = 
Lord, the everlaſting God. And Abraham ſo Jojurn jurn 

in the Phill i/tines land many days. 

Pariſh. From the Method, which you have ta- 
ken, I expect to hear ſomerhing about the Jetuiſb 
Diſpenſation. 

Clerg. Under that Diſpenſation the Appoint-- 
ment of Places, in which to worſhip God publick- 
ly; of Times, on which ſo to worſhip him; and 
of Perſons to officiate in holy Offices, and tranſ⸗ 
act betwixt God and his People; all theſe are far 
from countenancing your Opinion. 

Pariſh. Come to particulars, and then I ſhall be 
the better able to Judge of the Force of your ar- 

uing 

5 Clue. I begin with Places; and the following 
Texts _ Holy Writ confi der'd together, are ſo 
fully to our Purpoſe, that I need not ſeek for. 
more. (c) Let them make me a Sandt nary, that 
I may dwell amongſt them, there I will meet with 
the children of Iſrael. The Tabernacle was calPd 


(4, Lucos in agris habento. Leg. 12. Tab. de relig. 


lex. 2. vi. Ainſw. in Gen. 21. 33. nunquam eſt Jucus fine 


religione Serv. ad Virg. En. I. 9. v. 3. Nunc facri fon- 
tis nemus, & delubra locantur--- Judæis Juv. Sat. 3. v. 13. 
---The Ground on which the Altars flood, which were built 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, ævas fenced or bounded, in 
r. Medes Opinion ( Dil. 18. p. 69.) with ſome Wall or 
other Enchfure, and ſhaded with Trees, te the manner of 
Proſeuchas, {(b) Gen. 21. 33, 34 (e) Ex. 25. 8. 
Ex. 29. 43. See alſo Ex. 30. 36. Num. 17. 4. . 
| | the 
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the Tabernacle of 'the Congregation, or of Meet- 
ing, becauſe God there met with his People. (a) 
Unto the place which the Lord your God: ſhall chooſe 
out of all your tribes, to put his name there, even 
unto his babitatiow ſhall ye ſeek, and thither 
boa ſhalt come. Tn all places, where I record my 
name, I will come unto thee, and I will Bleſs thee. 


Elf they who always ſtay'd'at home enjoy'd the 


ſame Benefit with thoſe who. religiouſly went to 
ſuch places as here mentioned, I know, not how 
to make any Senſe of ſuch Expreſſions. 

- Pariſh. However don't forget to whom. theſe 
Directions were given, and theſe Promiſes were 


made. 


Clegg. As to Times: Remember, ſaid the great 
Lawgiver, he Sabbath-day, 10 leep it boy, 
- Pariſh. But he did not add — by; then aſſem- 
| Clerg. The Jews, who ſhould underſtand their 
Laws, mention religious aſſembling on that Day. 
(6b) Foſephas, one of their moſt famous Wri- 


ters, expreſly ſays, they were commanded to meet 


her that they might hear, and perfectly un- 
derftand the Law. Nay the great Lawgiver him- 
ſelf elſewhere declaring, that the Seventh Day is 
the Sabbath of Reſt, calls it (c) an holy Convocation, 


Te fame Word is tranſlated Aſſembly, Numb. 
10. 2. and Aſſemblies, Ifai. 1. 13. Beſides the 
Sabbath, mention is made, Lev. 23. of other 


Feaſts, and they are ſtyl'd Holy Convocations. 
A Day of Attonement is alſo appointed, on which 


* (a) Deut. 12. 5. Ex. 20. 24. (5) Vid. Joſ. cont. App. 


I. 2. p. 1072. Phil. de vit. Mol. I. 3. p. 510. Pol. 


Synop. ad Ex. 20. 8. (c) Lev. 23. 3. 1 
| | the 
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the Jews were enjoyn'd to affli their Souls, (a 
And that day, (aid the Almighty, all be an holy 
convocation unto yon. Be pleaſed alſo to obſerve, 


that as ſoon as he had thus commanded (4) Te hall 
keep my Sabbaths, he immediately ſubjoin'd and 


reverence Sanctuary, I am the Lord. And 
farther, (c) Philo, another Jewiſh Writer, long 
ago obſerv'd, that they who found the Man ga- 
thering Sticks on the Sabbath-day, brought him 
to the Ruler, with whom ſat the Prieſts, all 
the Multitude ſtanding by to hear. E 
| Pariſh. Perſons are next to be ſpoke to. I 
don't expect that you ſhould endeavour to lay be- 
fore me all that is recorded in the Old Teſtament 
concerning Jewiſh Prieſts and Levites. For my 
own ſake, I ſhall excuſe that Trouble. A few 
Paſſages, which you judge moſt to your purpoſe, 
will be ſufficient. | 
Clerg. Sacrifices, which repreſent Prayers, were 
to be brought to the Prieſts, the Sons of Aaron, 
(ad) who were to offer them on the Altar. And 
concerning the Levites God faid (e) I bave gives 
the Levites as a gift to Aaron, and to his ſons from 
among the children of Iſrael , to do the ſervice of 
the children of Iſrael in the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and to make an attonement for the children 
of - Iſrael: that there be no plague among the 
children of Iſrael, when the children of Iſrael 
come nigh munto the ſanctuary. Of Levi God 
bore Teſtimony, that he did (F) tarn many a- 


(a) Lev. 23. 27. (6) Lev. 19. 30.---26. 2. 
(e) Philo de vit. Mol. I. 3. b. 330. Num. 15. 323 
(4) Lev. 1, Sc. (e) Numb. 8. 19. ) Mal; 
2. 6, 7. vid. Lev. 10. „% Ut. "2; 


way 
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from iniquity ; adding, for the prieſts lips ſhould 
1 — — rey ſoul ſeek the 12 at his 
month : for he is the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. 
Pariſh. But if publick Worſhip be of ſuch con- 
ſequence as you would have me think, it is an 
amazing thing to me, that the Jews for many 
Ages had but one Place for publick Worſhip, ſo 
that Multitudes had not an Opportunity to enjoy 
this great Bleſſing. They had only the Taberna- 


cle, and then the Temple, till after the Babylon 


Captivity, when Synagogues were erected. 
Clerg. From the ſilence of the Scriptures a- 
bout other Places, you can't certainly conclude, 


that there were no ſuch. The Scriptures are ſilent . 


about the paying of Tithes by the Jewiſh People, 
from Joſbua's time to Hezekiah's ; but do you 
thence conclude, that none were -paid; and yet 
all their Prieſts ſuch ſelf-denying Men, that not 
one would open his Month in ſo affecting a 
Cauſe ? And do you think the Jews never kept 


the Year of Jubilee, becauſe it is not mention'd 


that they did ? (a) 
Pariſh, Yet in this Cafe had there been con- 
venient Places for publick Worſhip through Ju- 


dea, ſomething methinks on ſome Occaſion mult 


have been ſaid of them. 

Clerg. This might be urg'd in the Inſtances I 
have given. But what if other Places alſo are 
ocgaſionally mention'd ? We read of a SanQuary 
of the Lord at Shechew, near to which was an 


Oak, or Oak-grove (5). Miſpeh, Bethel, and 


Gilgal, are call'd ſanctified 7 by the Seven- 


(a) Vid. Mede B. 4. p. 840. (5) Joſh. 24. 26 
Vid. Judg. 9. 6. IN | 
| 15 
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ty (a). At the firſt of theſe Places on a ſolemn 
Occafion, the Children of Iſrael were gathered 
together before the Lord (b). Whither Samuel cal - 
led the People together z#t0 the Lord (c). This 
probably was the Place, to which, long after the 
Captivity, Judas Maccabexs and his Followers 
came, becauſe' in former time there had been a 
Proſeucha, or Place of Prayer there (4). Con- 
cerning the ſecond Place, you read of three Men 
going up to God to Besbel (e), and ſoon after the 
hill of God is mention'd, and a Company of Pro- 
phets coming down from the h!gh place with a 
Pfaltery, and a Tabret, and a Pipe, and an Harp 
before them (f). > | 

You read of Prophets, and Sons of the Pro- 
phets (g). Theſe, according to (5) Mr. Therndike, 
were the Men that miniſter'd the moral Service 
of God, of Prayers, and the Praiſes of God, and 
the Expoſition of the Law, at their religious Aſ- 
ſemblies, and moſt of them were Prieſts and Le- 
vites. When the diſtreſs'd S mite told her Hus- 
band, that ſhe would go to the Prophet Eliſba, he 
ſaid, Wherefore wilt tbou go to him to day? it it 
neither New-moon, nor Sabbath (i). th 

I know Dr. Prideazx is, and deſeryedly, a fa- 
vourite Author with you. He affirms that thoſe 
who liv'd at a diſtance from the Tabernacle, whilſt 


(a) 1 Sam. 7. 16. (3) Judg. 20. 1. (e) 1 Sam. 


3. 
17 1 Sam. 19. 20. 2 Kin. 2. 3, 5. (+) Thornd. 
Rel. Af. c. 2. p. 21, 2. li 23 Kin 4 23.5 
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18 The Neceſſity of Daily Attendance 


chat was in being, and afterwards from the Tem- 


ple, not being able at all times to reſort thither, 
built Courts like thoſe in which they pray'd at 
the Tabernacle, . and at the Temple, therein to 


offer their Prayers unto God, which in aſter-times 


we find call'd by the Name of Proſeuchæ (a). 
He alſo thinks it probable, that theſe Proſeache 
were the ſame which in the Old Teſtament were 
call'd High Places, which were not always con- 
demn'd in Scripture (); but then only when 
they were made uſe of for idolatrous Worſhip, or 
in a fehiſmatical Way (c). Beſides theſe Preſeu- 
che, he 1 other Places, to which 


the [raelites, before the Captivity, frequently al- 


ſembled upon the account of Religion. For they 
often reſorted to the Cities of the Levites, to be 
taught the Rites and Ceremonies of the Moſaical 
Law, and to the Schools of the Prophets for all 
other Inſtructions relating to the Things of 
r 5 f a 
Pariſßb. Since yon are pleas'd to make great 
Uſe of Dr. Prideaux, give me leave to make Uſe 
of him in my turn. He affirms indeed, that 
there were Proſeuche, or Houſes of Prayer, be- 
fore the Captivity amongſt the Jews; but withal 
he affirms, that in thoſe Houſes of Prayer, Men 


_ pray'd as in the Temple, every ane apart for him- 


ſelf (e). 5 
Clerg. Suppoſe the Doctor right in this parti- 
cular, he alſo affirms, that both at the Temple, 


(a) Pixd. Con. pt. 1. B. 6. p. 307. See Luk. 6. 
12. Ats 16. 13: Pf. 52. 8. Inv. 8. 3. v. 266. 
(5) 1 Sam. 9. 19. 10. 5, Kc. (cc) Prid. ib. 
44) Prid. ib. p. 308. (e) Prid. ib. p. 307. v. p. 303; 
an 
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| and every where elſe the Jews were very. Careful 


to offer up theic Prayers at the fame time that the 
daily Sacrifices were offered up, and the Incenſe 


'burnt upon the Altar; becauſe the Deſign of thoſe 


Sacerdotal Rites were to make their Prayers ac- 

ceptable in God's Preſence (a.) So that the Ar- 
ument is ſtronger in out cafe; for amongſt us 
rieſt and People are aſſembled in the fame Place, 

and join in the fame Words of. Prayer. 

- Pariſp, But you acknowledge tben that there 

were no Synagogues among the Jews till after the 

Captivity, en tein HS v401qH9 


. Clerg, Many learned Men will not acknow- 


ledge this (5). Fou your ſelf have often read the 


Pfalmiſts Complaint, rhar all abe ſynagogues of God 
in the land wore burnt (c). The Name of Aſogph 
is prefix*'d to that Pſalm, and in David s Days there 
was a famous Man of that Name, (4) who might 
mourn prophetically ; but if the Pſalm. refer d to 
was wrote ſoon after the Deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem by Nebuchddnezzar, it declares the State of 
Things before that fatal Period of Time. However, 
I will own that the Complaints in this Pfalm have 
been aſſign'd to a later Deſtruction than that by 
Nebuc hadue xxar, and that whenever the Pſalm 
was wrote, the Words tranſlated, All the Hua- 
gogues of God, ſtrictly render'd are, All tbe A- 
ſemblies of God jafter the Babylomfb captivity; 
when unqueſtionably there were Synagogues, 
and in them the Law and the Prophets were 


(a) Prid. Connect. Pt. 1. B. 6. p. 304. vi. p. 303. 


(5) See Mede B. 4. p. 839. Thorn. of Rel. Aſſem. C. 2. 


P- 31, 33. Pol. Synop. ad Pf. 74. 8. (ce) Pf. 74. 8. (4 
1 Chron. 16, 7. Re” 
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20 The Neteſſity of Daily Attendance 
every Week read to the People; pray obſerve that n. 
this is thought a great means of preſerving the gi 
Jews from the Sin of Idolatry, into which they re 
frequently fell before the Captivity (a). Obſerve 
alſo Maimonides's Words, He that dwelleth in 70 
a city where there is a ſynagogue, and prayeth not G 
there with the congregation, this is he that is called Cc 
a bad neighbour (8). 15353 eto 33 Fat] 
Pariſh. Enough, enough of Synagogues. Since in 
you began to diſcourſe about the Jewiſh / Diſpen- v 
ſation, I own that you have produc'd Texts of pe 
Scripture which might have confounded a Jew, m 
who had only perform'd holy Offices at Home, 
but whatever yon may think of me, I am a Chri- 
ſtian, and we Chriſtians are not under the Law, 
but under Grace. That People had many cere- V 
monial Precepts, InjunQions which were Types in 
and Shadows of good things to come, and vaniſh'd 0 
of courſe when the Goſpel prevail'd. So that || J9 
Arguments drawn from Jewiſh Precepts, and thruſt (6 
upon Chriſtians, are of no weight. He 
 Clerg. That Diſpenſation abounded, it is true, of ; 
in Ceremonies and Types, and we are not un- e 
der the Law, but under Grace; yet we, who are bot 
under Grace, are Men ſtill, and a Law may have con 
a Foundation in the Nature of Men and of Things, 400 
tho? it have alterable Circumſtantials ; and we may e 
| thence learn what in the main is reaſonable to be ni. 
done, and may argue from the Likeneſs of Caſes. Be 
The Civil Laws, which God gave the Jews, are || /ce 
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Rel. Aſſem. c. 3. p. 47, 48. (5) Vid. Thorn. ib. c. 6. 
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not obligatory juſt as they ſtand there, yet may 
give excellent DireQions to Law-makers in diffe- 
rent Countries. 1 = 

Parifp. I wiſh, Sir, you would remember that 
you are ſpeaking to a Chriſtian, who expects plain 
Goſpel Proof on this Subject, and that you would 
come directly to that Proof. * 

Clerg. You ſhall not hinder me from mention- 
ing ſome lively Expreſſions in the Book of Pſalms, 
which, notwithſtanding your DiſtinQion of Diſ- 
penſations, if you turn them over in your mind, 
may do you good, almoſt whether you will or not. 

Pariſh. Let us hear theſe affecting Expreſſions. . 

Clerg. (a) My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living 
God: MWben ſhall I come and appear before God? 
When I remember theſe things, [ pour out my ſoul 
in me; for I had gone with the multitude, I went 
with them to the Houſe of God, with the voice of 
joy and praiſe, with a multitude that kept Holiday. 
(b) How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hoſts | my ſoullongeth, yea even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord; my beart, and my fleſh cryeth ont for 
the living God. Bleſſed are they that dwell in thine 


_ bouſe, they well be full praifing thee. For a 2 in tby | 


courts is better than a thouſand. I had rather be a 
door-keeper in the houſe of my God, than to dwell in 
the tents of wickedneſi. (c) I was glad whes they 
ſaid unto me, Let us go inte the houſe of the Lord, 
Becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God I will 
ſeek thy good. (d) Let my prayer be ſet forth before 
thee as incenſe, and the lifting up of my hands as 
che evening Sacrifice 


(a) PC. 42. 2, 4 (5) Pf. 84. I, 2, 4, 10. (c Pſ. 122. 
J, 9- (d) Pi. 141, 2. Pariſh. 
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22 The 'Nuteſſity of Daily Attendante 
Pariſh. And now I hope we are come to the 


come topether. 


New 'Feſtament. 


 _ . Clerg, We are ſo. And if Chriſtians were un- 
der no Obligation to join together in Holy Offices, 


would they fo often in the New Teſtament be call. 
ed by a Word, which in plain Exgliſb is an Al: 
ſembly. F 8 
Pariſp. What Word is that? 


_ Clerg.” Even the Word Church L iN «] con- | 


ſult As 19. 39. Whilſt the Town-clerk of Ephe- 
ſus is endeavouring to fatisfy the People, he ays, 
if ye enquire any thing concerning other Matters, it 
ſhall be determin'd in a lawfulAſſembly, or Church 

Þ +3 imove ixxavcla] variety of Lexicous might 
de made ufe of, to ſhew that this is the ſenſe of 
the Word Church [izzi] but I fhall only 
obſerve, - that Hefychius ufes three other wards to 
give us the meaning of that word C ovrofos, ooreywyy, 
Terror] every one of which relates to People 
' Pariſh. Yon know that I muſt here take your 
word, becanſe I am not skilful in the Greek Lan- 
 Cterg. | could not forgive my ſelf, if I impos'd 
upon you. The Greek word [jxxanoie] very of- 
ten mention'd in the New Teſtament, and tranf- 
lated Church, does fignify an Aſſemby; and then 
Jadge you, if it would be ſingled out before any 
other word, to ſignify Chriſtians, if Chriſtians were 
Never obliged to come together. 


Pariſb. I will ingenuouſty own, it is unlikely: 


Yet you muſt own, that words may be us'd with 
great Latitude, EE”, 


Cleręg. 


(a) Acts 20. 28. 1 Tim. 3. 3. 1 Pet. 2. 
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Clerg. The Appointment of Biſhops and infe- 
rior Clergymen to officiate in the Church, ſhews 
that the Word is us'd in the New Teſtament a- 
greeably to the Signification mention d. Were it 
an indifferent thing whether any Chriſtian came 
to publick religious Offices, would ſuch Care 
be taken about Men to adminiſter them? 
Pariſb. When the World was to be convert- 
ed to Chriſtianity, it was neceſlary that there 
ſhould be Men to, convert Infidels, and plant this 
holy Religion. But how does it appear that from 
Age to Age in Chriſtian Countries there ſhould be 
Clergymen ? „ 
Clerg. That there were to be Clergymen in 
the Chriſtian Church in all Ages appears, iſt, 
From our Saviour's Words to his Apoſtles, Mat. 
28. 20: Lo, I am with you alway, even to the 


end of the world. The Apoſtles themſelves died 


long before the End of the World ; bat the Pro- 
milz is fulfill'd in their Repreſentatives and Suc- 
ceſſors. 2dly, From the Charge in the New Teſ- 
tament, particularly in the Epiſtles to Tixorby 
and Titus, given to Clergmen relating to Chriſti- 
an People. They are charg'd to take care of the 
holy, flock, and to feed and govern the Church of 
God (a). And if in that Age of extraordinary Gifts 
and Graces, the Chriſtian Flock ſtood in need of 
Paſtors, who can queſtion that they do ſo in theſe 
Days. 3dly, From the Charge given to. Chriſtian 
People relating to Clergymen, without the leaſt 
Intimation that any one Chriſtian had no concern 
in ſuch a Charge. They are charg'd to know 


them 


24 The Neceſſity of Daily Attendance 
them which labour among them, and are over 
them in the Lord, and admoniſh them, and to 
eſteem them very highly in Love for their Work's 
fake (a). To obey them that have the rule over 
them, and ſubmit themſelves, for they watch for 
their Souls, as they that muſt give Account (6); 
they were Chriſtians of the twelve Tribes ſcatter- 
ed abroad, to whom St. James thus wrote 
Is any ſick among yon? let him call for the elders 
of the church, and let them pray over him (c). 
gthly, The Book of the Revelation was wrote 
long after our Lord's Aſcenſion ; in it, the Bi- 
ſhops of ſeven Churches are prais'd or diſprais'd 
for their Care, or want of Care (4). We may 
add, - that from the Apoſtles Days downwards 
there always have been Clergymen, and PraQice 
illuſtrates Precept. | ene ar ans 
Pariſh. You ſtop ſhort in quoting St Fames's 
Words, he ſpeaks of a mirkculous Gift then in 
the Church, the Sick who were anointed with 
Oil by the Presbyters were wonderfully recover'd 
to Health. | E 


Clerg. It is not to be imagin'd that every fick 


Man, who ſent for them, was ſo recovered, but 
every ſick Man was order'd to ſend for them. I 
apprehend therefore that the Gift of Healing refer d 
to, is ſubjoin'd as a Motive and Encouragement 
to ſend for the Elders, not excluſive of other 
Reaſons. „ 6 7 * 
Pariſh. But what Neceſſity can there be for 
Paſtors and Teachers under the Goſpel ? Since it 


(a) 1 Theff, 5 12, . {#) Heb. 13.17. le) 
is 


Jam. 5. 14. (4) Rev. ch. 2. and cb. 3. 


on the PUBLICK WorSHIP. 25 


is declar'd, that under this Diſpenſation God will 
put his Laws into Mens Minds, and write them 
in their Hearts and they ſhall not teach every 
man bis neighbour, and every man bis brother, ſay- 
ing, know the Lord": for all ſhall know him from 
the leaſt to the greateſt (a). They who have ſuch” 
a Teacher, have no Occaſion for human Paſtors 
and Teachers, 
Clerg. Scripture muſt be compat'd with Scrip- 
ture. The true Senſe of one Paſſage is often 
known by conſidering it in conjunction with ma- 
ny other Texts. Follow that Method in this 
Caſe, and from this Declaration of the New Co- 
venant, you will conclude, that there is great in- 
ward Help and Aſſiſtance under the Goſpel, it is 
juſtly and highly preferable to the Law, and the 
Preference is expreſs'd in figurative Language, yet 
there is not ſuch inward Aſſiſtance as excludes 
outward Teaching, and Exhortation, and other 
Helps: The Author to the Hebrews, who inen- 
tions this Promiſe, ſpeaks, as we have obſerv'd, 
of Obedience to thoſe who watch'd over the Souls 
of Chriſtians ; nay, he thus addreſs'd himſelf to 
Chriſtians in general — eæbort one another daily 
while it is called, to day; leſt any of you be harden- 
ed through the deceitfulneſs of Sin(b). So that 
he thought a Man under the New Covenant might 
teach his Neighbour. And St. Paul, well acquain- 


ted with the Words of Feremiah, charg'd Timo- 


ty in the moſt ſolemn Manner, preach the word, 
to be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, to reprove, re- 


(a) Jer. 31. 33, 34. Heb. 8. 10, 11. (6) Heb. 
L333 
i D bake) 
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26 The Neceflty of Daily Attendance 
duke, exhort, with all low g ſuffering and Doctrine (c) 
Haiab and Micah foretold, that in the laſt 
Days. many people fhall go and ſay, Come ye, and 
let. us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
a the God of Jacob, and he will teach ns bis 

s (4). You acknowledge, that there were to 
be Res for the converſion of Men from Hea- 
theniſin, yet theſe Words at firſt view ſeem as op- 
poſite to ſuch teaching, as to the continuance of 
| Teachers in the Chriſtian Church. Aſter your way 
of arguing from them, a Man might argue againſt 
your commendable Cuſtom of reading good Books 
at home; but what has been faid, and will be 
ſaid on the Subject, may help to explain and li- 
mit theſe Words. 

Pariſh. Proceed therefore to another Parti- 
cular. 

Clerg. Our Saviour by appointing the Sacra- 
ment ot his Body and Blood to be adminiſtred 
from Age to Age, has enjoin'd Chriſtians to aſ- 
femble together ; for this ſacred Rite ot to conti- 
nue till he comes to Judgment (e), and is a ſo- 
lemn Ad of Communion. - 

Pariſh. But can't I nfe the Bread and Wine 
my ſel at home, and ſo be Partaker of my Lord's 
Body and Blood. 

Clerg. I charitably believe, that you talk thus 
extravagantly, that you may be the better able to 
confate ſuch wild Notions. All the Apoſtles 
were aſſembled with our Lord celebrating the 
Paſſover, when this Sacrament was appointed. 


(e) 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. (4) Ih, 2. 2, 3. Micah) 4. 
"Pe . (% 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
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The Diſciples came together to break Bread on 
the firſt Day of the Week (F). The Corinthians 
came together into one place on this great Occaſi- 
on, and when ſome demeaned themſelves very ir- 
reverently, St. Paal ask'd them, if they had mot 
honſes to eat and to drinkin? And amongſt other 
Directions about their future Conduct, order'd 
them 10 tarry one for another (g). He call'd the 
Cup of Bleſüng the Communion of Chriſt's 
Blood, and the Bread the Communion of his Bo- 
dy; ſubjoining theſe remarkable Words — Fur we 
being many are one bread, and ene body : for we 
are all partakers of that one bread. Behold Iſrael 
after the fleſh: are not they which eat of the ſacri- 
fices partakers of the altar [h) ? This Sactament 
is repreſented as a moſt ſolemn and publick Rite 
of the Chriſtian Church, and fince Men were ſet 
apart to diſpenſe the Myfterias'of the Goſpel, who 
can doubt that this ſacred Myſtery is to be diſ- 
pens'd by ſuch Men? St. Ignatius, who liv'd in 
the Apoſtles Days, wrote thus to the Smyrarans-- 
Let that be acconnied a firm Eurbariſt, which us 


_ offer'd by the Bifhop, or by him whom he appbints (4). 


And: Jaftin Martyr, who liv'd in the very next 
Age, giving an Acconnt of publick Worſhip in 
the primitive Church, informs us, that the Pre- 
ſident conſecrated the euchariſtick Elements, that 
is, the Bread and Wine, and the Deacons diftri- 
buted them to the faithful (). 


(Y Akts 20. — (g) 1 Cor. 11. 20, 21, 22, 33. 


(5 1 Cor, 10. 16, 17, 18. (i) Epiſ. ad Smyr. 
F. 8. (+) Apol. 1. p. 96. Ed. Thar. E 
Dx Pariſp. But 
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Pariſh. But in our Days Chriſtians receive 
this Sacrament at home in a private manner. tc 
Clerg, At home, this Sacrament in our Days, N 
is ro be adminiſter'd only in Caſes of Neceflity, re 
and then conſecrated by God's Miniſter. In the r- 
primitive Times the Cuſtom was to conſeerate the 
Elements in the Church, and the Deacons carried F 


5 Siek. | al 
1 Pariſb. St. Lake, I am ſure, ſpeaks of the Diſ- o 
kl | Ciples breaking bread from houſe to honſe (I). 2 
i Clerg. When St. Lale wrote the Ads of the I. 
1 Apoſtles, the Princes of the World being Ene- B 
„ - mies to the Church, Chriſtians were obliged to C 
* aſſemble for this and other holy Offices, as the State Y ſt 


of thoſe ſevere Times would allow of We ] 
find them aſſembled () in an zpper room. The a 
very Word [ur e which Homer makes uſe of, c 
when he mentions a Place for moſt ſolemn Pray- 
er and Offerings (»). The Paſſage you mention t 
might very well have been tranſlated—zz the houſe, n 
the ſame Words [car dr] are often fo tranſla- b 
ted (o). It has been obſerv'd, that there were F 
many Chambers adjoining to the Temple, calld t. 
Houſes, and that probably in one of theſe Houſes, t 
upper Rooms, or Chambers, the Diſciples of t 
| Chriſt, when they had been worſhipping in the EF 
Temple, received the Euchariſt, which they would t 
not then have been permitted to do in the Temple. h 
Epipbanius ſays, that Adrian viſiting Jeraſalem, t 
found the Temple demoliſh'd, except a few Hou- t 
tes, and the little Church of God, where the t 


(1) Acts 2. 46, - (n) Acts 1. 13. (2) Hom. 
Od. I. 4. v. 760 & lib. 17. v. 49. (% Rom. 16. ( 
5. 1 Cor. 16. 19. Col. 4. 15. Philemon 2. | 
; £28 | ; Diſciples 
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Difciples returning from the Mount Oliver went up 
to the upper Room (p). I ſhall only further take 
Notice, that theſe Words have been thought to 
relate to rich People's e the poor libe- 
rally at their Houſes (4). 

Pariſh. Pray, Sir, Ha not the Maſter of the 


Family among the Jews conſecrate the Paſſover, . 


and at the cloſe of the Feaſt diſiribute ſmall Pieces 
of the fineſt Bread, and having firſt drank of the 
Grace-cup, deliver it to be handed about ? The 
Lord's Supper is the Chriſtian Paſſover, and 
Bread and Wine alſo are made uſe of under the 


_ Goſpel-Diſpenſation. Why then has not a Chri- 


ſtian Maſter of a Family as much Power as a 
Jewiſh one? And why need I go to the Church, 
and apply my ſelf to the Prieſt upon this Ac- 
count, 

Clerg. When the Jewiſh Paſſover was inftitu- 
tuted, the Jewiſh Prieſthood was not appointed, 
neither was there either Tabernacle or Temple 
built. This Rite was ſpoken of as a private one. 
Every Houſe was order'd to have a Lamb, unleſs * 
the Houſehold was too little, and in that Caſe 


two neighbouring Houſes were to join (r) ; but 


the Lord's Supper under the Goſpel is a publick 
Rite ; and I hope you are a better Reaſoner than 
to confound Things ſo different. After the Jews 
had a Temple, the Paſchal Sacrifice was brought 
thither to be ſanctified, it was offer'd on the Al- 


tar, and the Blood ſprinkled, and Fat burnt by 


the Prieſt ; when it had been brought to the Tem- 


(p) See Med. B. 2. p. 322- Ham. en Acts 1. 13. 
(7) Annot. Aſſem. Divines. (7) Ex. 12. 3, 4. 
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ple, then indeed it was roaſted at a private Houſe, 


and there eaten ((). Ep 
| When you have conſider'd ſome Paſſages of 


che Bible about the Paſſover, which I ſhall refer 
you to, you may be the more ſenſible of the Ex- 


travagancy of ſome Expreſſions about the Lord's 
Supper, which you may have met with. The 
great Lawgiver faid—T box mayeſt not ſacrifice the 
Paſſover within any of thy gates which the Lord 
2by God giveth thee ; but at the place which the 
Lord thy God ball chooſe to place his name in, 
there thou fhalt ſacrifice the Paſſever (i). I dare 
ſay you your ſelf do not think, that the Maſter of 
every Family among the Jews was the ſacrificing 


Prieſt in that Holy Place ; nor can you read the 
Account of two Paſſovers in the Days of thoſe 


pious Princes Hezekiah and Jaſiab, but you muſt 
obſerve, that the People came to the Houſe 
of the Lord at Ferzſalem to keep the Paſſover, 
and thar the Prieſts and Levites had a concern in 


it (=). And, tho' it may ſurprize you, ſo the 
| Prieſts had alſo about the Bread and Wine us'd at | 


the cloſe of the Paſſover in the Judgment of an 


) See Ainſworth on Exod. 12. 7. Mede B. 4. p. 
826. Outr. de Sacnf. 1. 1. c. 13. S. 10, 11. Grot. ad 
Matt. 26. 18. Pol. Synop. in Deut. 16. 5. | 

They kill not the Paſſover but in the Court, as the reſt 
of the holy things: Yea, in the time when the High Places 
were permitted, they ſacrificed not the Paſſover in a private 
Firgh Place ; and whoſo offereth the Paſſrover in à private 
High Place is beaten. Maimon. in Korban Peſach c. 1. 
S. 3. See Ainſ. on Deut. 16. 5. (t) Deut. 2 6. 
See Lev. 17. 4. and Deut. 12. 5, &c. (2) 2 Chron. 
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exceltent Author. They were the Minchah, 
% or Bread and Drink-Offerings. of the Paſſover, | 
« fuch as all other Sacrifices had annexed unio- 
% them. And to what End elſe was the Law ſo 
&« ſtrict, that they ſhould bring all their Sacrifices 
e and Offerings unto the Place which the Lord 
ce thould chooſe to put his Name there, but that 
they might be ſanctiſied and hallowed at the 
« Lord's. Altar, before they feaſted with them (x)? 
But however Bread and Wine were us'd at 
the Jewiſh Paſſover, the Sacrament of our 
Lord's Body and Blood is a moſt facred and ve- 
nerabte Rite under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. The 
ever-bleſſed Son of God has appointed that it 
ſhould be fo ; and if yon be not cruel to your 
own Souls, you will rejoice to go to the Houſe 
of God, that you may there eat of that Bread, 
and drink of that Cup. 

Pari. What vou have ſaid about the Lord's 
Seppor as a publick Goſpel Rite, I ſhall conſider, 
when Paſſages of Scripture concerning Admiffion 
into the Chusch by the other Sacrament, that of 
Baptifin, and throwing out of the Church by Ex- 
communication, employ my Thoughts. If there- 
fore you have any Reaſon of a different kind te 
mention, deſire you to enter upon it. 2779 
Clerg. Th ous Declararion of our Savi- 
Our ere tuo vr three are gathers together in 
my Name, there am I in the miadſi of them (y), 
encourages us to go to the Houſe of God, to 
join in holy Duties with our Chriſtian Brethren. 
The God of Peace and Unity is delighted with 


(x) Mede B. 4. p. 826. (3) 8. Mat. 18. 20. 
\ nn 
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the "harmonious Agreement of his Worſhip- 
pers (z). III does he deſerve the Divine Pre- 
fence, who will not take our Lord's own Me- 
thod to enjoy it. 

Pariſh. Tis a difficult thing to fix the Senſe 
of theſe Words: They relate to what went be- 
fore, which has afforded great Matter of Contro- 
verſy among you Clergymen; particularly, it is 
diſputed whom our Lord called the Church in 
the 1th Verſe, and what binding and looſing mean 


in the 1 8th. 
Clerg. 1 acknowledge that there are Diffcul- 


ties in the Context; but whatever gave Occaſion 


to our Lord's delivery of theſe Words, and to 


whatever Subject they M—_ betong'd, the 


Aſſertion is general, _— xpreffion full; they 
mult ſignify to us, that our bleſſed Maſter de- 


lights in the Unity of his Diſciples, and would 
have them ſhew their Unity, by aſſembling toge- 
ther for holy Purpoſes. By the' Rules of the 
Jewiſh Synagogue under Ten that were of full 
Age there could not be a Congregation, no part 


olf the Divine Service could be perform'd (a). 


With this Cuſtom in view, our Lord ſeems to 
have made this gracious Promiſe to Chriſtian 
Worſhippers, and to encourage them to come t« 
gether, tho* the Number was very ſmall, and no 
to doubt of his Preſence, if it Mould be their Mis- 
forrune to have _—_ ſuch Neighbouts as you abe. 


( — docuiſtis concordiam fimul 2 vinci 
omnino non poſſe, uicquid = petitur a cunctis Deum, 
pacis pacificis bes --- Cypr. _ 60. = CL — 
(a) Thorn. of Rel. Aſſ. c. . 5 577. 


Parih, 
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\ Pariſh, I ' wiſh no Chriſtian ever meets 
wich worſe. But to the Text you mention'd, 
according to your Interpretation of ic, I don't 
ſee but that Chriſtians of all Seas and De- 
nominations whatſoever, who gather together 
in their own way, are entitled to this Bleſſ- 
ing. 5 
Clerg. If it were ſo, they who go no whi- 
ther, are not entitled to it; but to come to- 
gether in Chriſt's Name, implies a ſerious Re- 
gard to Chriſt's Will, both as to DoQrines of 
Faith and Rules of Practice,; and the holy 
Jeſus would have all his Followers influenc'd 
with a tender Regard for the Peace of the Chri- 
ſtian Society, and averſe to Schiſms and Church- 
diviſions. 1 7 | 
Pariſh. Remarkable as you judge our Saviour's 
Words to be, thoſe of his Apoſtle have come 
with greater Vehemence into my Mind, ſome- 
times, when I have abſtain'd from publick Wor- 
ſnip— act forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves tage- 


ther, as the manner of ſome is, but exhorting oue 


another (a). 6: 3 

Clerg. So remarkable are theſe Words, that 
had you not prevented me, they had ſoon, and 
moſt naturally follow'd thoſe of our Lord, which 


I have laid before you. They are very extenſive. 


Every one who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, has a 
Concern with them, and is to take care that the 
Reproach may not juſtly be applied to him ; he is 
to conſider other Chriſtians by this excellent and 
powerful Method zo provoke to ſove and to good 


(a) Heb. 10. 25. 
E works 


— 
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_ works. v. 24. I don't wonder, that this Language 
gall'd your Conſcience, and pierc'd your very 
Soul ; but I wonder that it did not induce you to 
change your Courſe, and to come to the Houſe of 
God, that you might have Peace of Mind. You 
might well tremble to think how forſaking pub- 
lick Worſhip and Apoſtacy from the Lord of 
Glory are here join'd together. 

Pariſh. I obſerv'd, that there was no par- 


ticular Buſineſs mention'd for which they aſ- 


ſembled together, and confider'd, that they who 


officiated in thoſe times, were endow'd with | 


Gifts, to which the Clergy of this Age are 
Strangers; and the perſecuting State of thoſe 
Times might make that requiſite which may not 
be ſo now. | 

Clerg. Tis pity that Men of Senſe ſhould not 
ſcek the Truth, but to hide themſelves from it, 
and ſometimes almoſt as inartificially as Children, 
who ſhut their own Eyes, that others may not 
find them out. The Buſineſs for which they were 
to aſſemble together, that is, Chtiſtians join with 
Chriſtians, can't in the leaſt be queſtion'd, when 
the Expreſſions [T t#riovaxuyw iavroy] are con- 
ſider'd with the Context and many Particulars a- 
bout publick Worſhip, recorded in Scripture and 
primitive Writers. Nor have we good Grounds 
to conclade, that every Clergyman, even in the 
Apoſtolical Age, wrought Miracles, and was in- 
ſpir'd after an extraordinary manner by the Holy 
_ Ghoſt; but ſuppoling they were, theſe things are 
not neceſſary to the Diſcharge of Sacerdotal Offi- 
ces; if ſo, they had never ceas'd; and tho' from 


the Context alone we are ſufficiently aſſur'd, my | 
N | - thoſe} 


an the PUBLICK WORSHIP. 35 


thoſe were Times of Perſecution, yet there are 
other Temptations, beſides Perſecution, which 
make it requiſite for Chriftians to aſſemble toge- 
ther, as ſad Experience proves. But your naming 
the perſecating State of thoſe Times brings into 
my Mind, I thank you for it, a good Argument - 


to my purpoſe. e 
Pariſh. What is that? For I don't know how 
I have deſerv'd your Thanks. Lp” 
Clerg. You can neither deny, that in the Apo- 
ſtolical Age, the Diſciples of Chriſt aſſembled to- 
gether for religious Worſhip, nor that they then 
expos'd themſelves to great Dangers by ſo doing. 
Now they might have read the Scriptures and 0- 
ther holy Books at home, aud ſpent time there, 
as, you ſay, you do, and that much more ſafely 
than by aſſembling together; and they muſt know | 
what their Lord expected on this Account; fo 
that had it been a Matter of Indifferency, it is 
but ſuppoſing the primitive Chriſtians to have been 
in their Senſes, to conclude, that then there would 
have been no aſſembling together on theſe Ac- 
counts; but the Fact is on the contrary Side, 
whence we may conclude, that theſe are Chriſti- 
an Duties. That they did ſo in their Circumſtan- 
ces, is an Argument why. we ſhould do fo, who 
* 8 all ſafety go up to the Houſe of the 
ord. 
Pariſh. They might judge it neceſſary to come 


together for the conveniency of Exhortation to 


Perſeverance ja thoſe dangerous Times, bnt ours 
are not ſuch. „ HE 
Clerg. Then they would not have ſpent time 
in thoſe dangerous Places in other holy Offices, 

5 E 2 but, 
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but, after that Exhortation, ſeparated again. All 
Times are ſach dangerous Times, upon one 
Account or other, as to need Exhortation. 
Beſides, Exhortations might have been written 
down, and perus'd at home by -particular Per- 
ſons. = 88 
Pariſh, One thing comes into my Mind relat- 
ing to thoſe primitive Times you glory in, which 
does not ſeem to favour your Cauſe Heathens 


reproach'd Chriſtians as a vile atheiſtical Race of 


Men, who had no Temples, Altars, nor Images; 
and the Chriſtians as frankly own'd, that they had 
no Temples, nor Altars, as they did, that they 
had no Images, and glory'd in the Charge, and, in- 
ſtead of deploring the want of ſuch outward pom- 
pous Things, ſpoke of divine Temples, Altars, 
and Images, the holy Bodies and Minds of true 
Chriſtians (2). Such a Temple, and ſuch an Al- 
tar I endeavour to have at home. 

 Cierg, A little Obſervation may ſet this Mat- 


ter right. Chriſtians had no Temples or Altars | 
in the Heathen Senſe, but they had Temples or 


Churches, Altars or Communion Tables, in the 
Chriſtian Senſe of ſuch Words. A Temple in 
the Heathen Senſe was a Place where an Idol was 


fix'd, and in which a God by Charms, or other- 
ways, was inclos'd and confin'd (5), An Altar, | 


(a) Vid. Orig. con. Cel. I. 7. p. 373. 1.8. p. 390. 
Min. Fel. p. gi. 313. Ed. Var. 1672. Clem. Al. Str. 
123-8. 3x. 7-:: La. Juſt. 1.2. cs: Med. B. z. p. 


334. Cave's Prim. Chriſt pt. 1. c. 6. p. 131, 143. 
(5) Vid. Orig. contra Cel. 1.3. p. 131. CG 77 
Ed. Can. 1677. Med. B. 2. p. 336, 3922. 


bar 
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was a Place before, upon, or above which the I- 


dol (toad (2). Such Temples and ſuch Altars 


Chriſtians deteſted; but they had ſacred Places for 
publick Worſhip, call'd by Variety of Names (a); 
rarely indeed, Ip believe, calPd Temples, yet St. 
Ignatius uſes the Word (c); and they had ho- 
ly Tables or Altars for the Chriſtian Sacrifice. It 
may be ſufficient to aſſure you, that St. Ignatius, 
Tertullian, and St. Cyprian make uſe of the latter 
Expreſſion (c). Mr. Mede has obſery'd a Diffe- 
rence betwixt two Greek Words, which fignify 
Altar [Bays and Suctasneior] the former a pro- 
per Name for Heathen Altars, the latter always us'd 
by ancient Gree# Fathers for Chriſtian Altars (4). 
The two Words are mention'd in one Verſe, 
1 Mac. 1. 59. and the one is tranſlated Idol Altar, 
the other, he Altar of God. 

Whilſt the primitive Chriſtians ſhew'd their 
Contempt of Heathen Temples, Altars, and Ima- 
ges, no wonder if they took occaſion to apply 
ſuch Expreſſions ſpiritually, and to praiſe a pure 
and holy Mind in a pure and holy Body, and 
yet never deſign'd to djiſcountenance publick Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip : Their Exhortations and their Prac- 
tice guard againſt any ſuch Miſinterpretation of 
that Language, which you ſeem too much inclin'd 


(z) Vid. Ex. 32. 5- 2 Chron. 34. 4. St. Cypr. 
Ep: 59. p. 139. . Onon. Med. B. 2. p. 391. 
(a) Med. B. 2. p. 336 and 392. (6) Ign. ad Magneſ. 
8. 7. (c) Ign. ad Mag. S. 7. ad Phil. S. 4. ad Eph. 


8. 5. ad Trall. S. 7. Tert, de Orat. c. 10. 14. Cypr. 
Ep. 45. Ep. 59. p. 139. Ep. 65, &. (4d) Med. B. 2. 
391. BED 
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8 to. Compare them with themſelves, and you a 
will not be ſatisfied with your ſpiritual Temple t 
and Altar at home, in oppoſition to religious e 
Worſhip in the Church. | c 
' Pariſh. Since we are ſpeaking of the ancient a 
Fathers, I would willingly hear the Thoughts of - 
7 
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8 = or three primitive ones indeed, on this Sub- 
ject. | | 
| Clerg. St. Clement Biſhop of Rome, thought 
to be the Man, whom St. Paul makes honourable 
mention of, Phil. 4. 3. (a), you will acknow- 
' ledge a primitive Writer indeed; he, in an Epiſtle, 
which was anciently read in moſt Churches (5), 
ſays, we ought to do all the Duties in order, 
which the Lord hath commanded us at appointed 
Times. He hath commanded Offerings and Di- 
vine Services to be perform'd, and not to be per- 
F form'd by chance and diſorderly, - but . at ſtated 
x Times and Hours. He hath ordain'd by his ſu- 
3 preme Will, where and by whom he would have 
j! them perform'd : That all things being piouſly 
done with good Will, they may be acceptable to 
him (c). St. Ignatius alſo, muſt be acknowledg- 
ed a primitive Father, who ſays—-Let no Man 
4 _ deceive himſelf ; unleſs a Man be within the Al- 
..18 tar, he is depriv'd of the Bread of God. For if { 
= the Prayer of one or two hath ſuch Power, how 1 
| much more powerful ſhall that of the Biſhop | pc 
and whole Church be? Be diligent therefore to m 
come very often together to the praiſe ix aeislas] 


(a) Euf. H. E. 1. 3. p. 15. Wakes Prelim. Dif. to iN 


ul Genuine Ep. p. 5. (5) Euſ. H. E. I. 3. c. 16. E 
9 (e) Clem. 1 Epiſ. c. 40. 3 ö 
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and Glory of God. For when ye are often in 
the ſame Place, the Powers of Satan are deſtroy- 
ed, and his Miſchief is diſſolv'd by. the Concord 
of your Faith. (a) Tertullian was not ſo ancient 
a Father as St. Ignatius, yet far from a Modern, 
— We, ſays he, come together to God, that we 
may ſue with Prayers, as with an Hoſt; This 
Violence is well pleaſing to God (5). 


Pariſh. Have you any more Arguments to - 


urge on this Subject? 

Clerg. You deſire to be happy in a future 
Stare. Happy Beings, Angels and Saints are re- 
preſented in holy Writ, as joining in God's 
Worſhip in Heaven (c); now methinks it is a 


natural way of Preparation to join ſo with the 


Church militant upon Earth. 


To what I have already offer'd, I might add Ex 


Laws of the Church and the State (4); and lay 
before you other Particulars ; but I don't ſee the 
Neceflity of ſo doing. For if you will ſeriouſly 


and impartially conſider what J have offered, 


you will, I hope, change your Practice, and 
ten thouſand Arguments muſt be loſt on thoſe 
who will not conſider them. 


Pariſh, Well, Sir, I promiſe you, that I will 


ſeriouſly conſider whatever has been offer d to my 
Thoughts, and do own, that already there ap- 
pears ſo much in what has been offer'd, that you 


may entertain good Hopes of having my Co pa 


a) Ad Epheſ. S. 5. 13. % Apol. c. 39. 
(c) 1. 2 — n (aA) See Gibſon's Cod. Jur. 
E. I. . 2 
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40 The Ne of Daily Attendance 


ny 'much oftner at Church, than of late you 
have nad. 

Clerg. I need not tell you, how much I ſhall 
be pleas d. When you have begun well, and a- 
ny particular Reaſon for Abſence offers itſelf, 
pray examine it by your Conduct in worldly 


Affairs; obſerve how you contrive, when really 


you have a mind to go to ſuch or ſuch a Place; 
think what you do with Regard to the Profits or 
Pleaſures of Life, and make a fair and honeſt Ap- 
plication. Were this done by all Degrees of 
Men from the higheſt to the loweſt, many. Rea- 
ſons for ſtaying at home would be diſcarded, and 
Hindrances remov'd. When you do come, I 
deſire you to come early, and to join in all the 
holy Offices from Beginning to End, as the 


Church appoints. *Tis one of the many Excel- 
lencies of our Liturgy, the Part allotted for the 


People, and a ſerious Conformity thereto, is a 


greater Help to Devotion than many may imagine, 


and in an Affair of ſuch ds en we my 


Need of all Helps. 


"Pariſh. When I do come, i it is not my way 


to come late. But if there be ſome Prayers my 
_ Conſcience will not give me leave to ſay Amer 


to, and three or four Supplications in the Lita- 


17. at which I have a mind to be ſilent, I hope 


may do as a I have a mind, without Offence, 
follow my own nen and join in the reſt 
of the holy Office. 

Clerg. Your Meaning is plain enough. But 


in your Caſe, I think I need not uſe man 
Words. I have heard of Men whoſe Conſci- 


ences would not ſuffer them to take the Oaths to 
the 
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e ,, 


—_ — .. 


fg. & 


- bu the Forts | 


the Government, yet ſaffer'd them to join in 
publick Prayers relating to Governours; proba- 
bly they thought, that for ſpiritual Bleſſings we 
pray for all Men, and for temporal Bleſſings we 
pray for no Man, but with Limitations, with 
Submiſſion to God's Will, in Subordination to 
the common Good, and, in our Church's Lan- 


guage, as far as it is expedient for, us; and with 


ſuch Limitations, they could pray for thoſe who 
were. actually over them, and from whom, as 
Members of Society, they mult receive ſome Ad- 
vantage. Whatever were their Reaſons, I ſhall 
not determine, whether this Practice was agree- 
able to their Principles. But on the other Side, 


They muſt have an unaccountable way of think- 


ing, and a (ſtrange Sort. of ns who are 
ſatisfied to take the Oaths to the Government, 
which is your Caſe, and not fatisfied to. pray for 
it, which you intimate to be your Caſe too. 


Lay aſide Prejudice, and I can ſafely truſt a Man 


of your . Senſe with this eaſy Cafe of Conſci- 
ence. And if you can bear your Part in all 
the holy Offices, you ſhould, conform to the 


Rules of the Church, and without Interruption 


do . 3 

Buſineſs calls me away, yet I muſt fay a 
Word to you about your Family; by being 
careful of which, you may do much Good. 


Remember that Authority is a Talent ; z remem- 


der, who vouch'd for Abraham, that he would 


command bis children and his honſhold (a); and 


(a Gen. 18. 19. 
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12 The Neceſſity of Daily Attendance, &c. 


who vouch'd for himſelf and his, ſaying, As for 
me and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord (). 
I am glad, Sir, that I had this Opportunity to 
diſcourſe with you, and hope that you do not 
take it' amiſs. 

Pariſh, That I don't; you have done, Sir, 
what you ought to do. I thank you, that you 
did not forget a Pariſhioner, and heartily wiſh 


you" well. 


(a) Joſh. 24. 15. 
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